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PSR is the U.S. affiliate of 
 International Physicians 
for the Prevention of Nuclear War 

PSR co-founders Drs. H. Jack Geiger, 
Victor Sidel, and Sidney Alexander 

pose with the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize 
in Oslo. 



 Our Mission: 
 

 Guided by the values and expertise of 

medicine and public health, Physicians for 

Social Responsibility works to protect 

human life from the gravest threats to 

health and survival 



“Climate change is the biggest global health threat of the 21st 
century… The impacts will be felt all around the world – and 

not just in some distant future but in our lifetimes and those of 
our children.”  

 
The Lancet 
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PSR’s Nationwide Educational 
Campaign on Climate Change 
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IPCC: Decadal Avg Temp Rise 

Source: New York Times September 27, 2013 



Antarctic Ice Sheet Melting 

Source: University of Texas Institute for Geophysics, New York Times, October 15, 2013 































“The health care industry has a 
critical role to play in climate 

change mitigation. Energy usage 

in medical facilities is highly 

intensive. In fact, hospitals 

expend about twice as much 

total energy per square foot as 

traditional office space.” 
 

(Department of Energy, 2003) 

Addressing Climate 

Change in the Health Care 

Sector 
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 The Global Health and Safety Initiative:  
A Social Movement Providing  

Sector-wide Leadership to Transform Health Care 

The Synergy of Three Safeties: 

Safe Patients  =  Good Healthcare 

Safe Workers  =  Good Business  

Safe Environment  =  Good for the World 





Presentation Contents 

• Getting Started: Tips for initiating a climate change 

mitigation program. 

 

• Opportunities for Action: Climate change 

mitigation options in health care. 

 

• Resources: Partnering for climate change action. 



Getting Started 

• Assess Your Resources 

• Create An Infrastructure for Action 

• Preach What You Practice 

• Identify Actions 

• Measure Your Emissions Baseline 

• Reorganize for Sustainability – the Green Guide for 

Health Care (GGHC) 



The Health Care Sector Can Play a Key Role 

Combating Climate Change 

• Encourage green practices and energy efficiency in 
your medical facility  

 

• Provide brochures, relevant literature and 
informational posters in waiting areas and lobbies to 
educate patients and their families about how they can 
reduce their emissions 

 

• Make recommendations to hospital staff and 
community members that improve health and 
wellbeing and reduce greenhouse gas emissions (such 
as eat less meat, walk and bike more, use public 
transit) 
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Urge hospitals to measure energy use,  

water use, waste generation and disposal, 

transportation systems and toxins. 

 

Urge hospitals to reduce their eco-footprint, 

save money, improve their operations, and  

create healthier environments for patients,  

Staff, and the community at-large. 

 

Urge hospitals to benchmark their progress 

for the entire healthcare sector.    

 



 
 
 

Introducing the 
Healthier Hospitals Initiative 

 
Janet Brown 

Director, Content & Outreach 

HHI 



www.healthierhospitals.org 

http://practicegreenhealth.org/
http://www.noharm.org/


HHI Overview 



Sponsoring Health Systems 

http://www.advocatehealth.com/default.cfm


Healthier Hospitals Initiative 

Goal is to enroll 2000 hospitals 
 

FREE for all enrollees  
 

 

 
Modeled after IHI 100,000 Lives Campaign 

 

• Acceleration strategy at the intersection                                       
of sustainability, patient and worker safety 

• Using proven strategies to drive success 

Milestone Report 
a POWERFUL evidence-based story to tell 
 



800 Hospitals Enrolled in US &Canada 
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Robert M. Gould, MD 

San Francisco Bay Area Physicians for Social Responsibility 

Earth Day Webinar hosted by Practice Greenhealth 

March 21, 2012 



The Climate and Health Literacy Consortium 
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Our goals are to educate healthcare professionals about the 
science and health effects of climate change, and to help build a 

stronger, more unified effort within the health care sector to 
reduce the environmental and public health impacts of climate 

change in our global community.  

PSR 



Many thanks to the following organizations that have participated in the Climate 
and Health Literacy Consortium and have contributed to the development of this 

presentation 

• American Medical Association 

• American Nurses Association 

• Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention 

• Evidence Based Media 

• Health Care Without Harm 

• Health Sciences Online 

 

 

 

• Program on Global 
Sustainability and Health, 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health 

• Natural Resources Defense 
Council 

• Physicians for Social 
Responsibility 

• Practice Greenhealth 
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PRESENTATION OVERVIEW  

• The Science of Climate Change 

• The Environmental and Health Impacts of Climate 

Change 

• Climate Mitigation within Health Care Facilities 

• Preparedness and Adaptation Strategies for 

Health Care Facilities 

• Health Care Sector Leadership and Advocacy – 

Shaping Climate Policy Change 

• Conclusion and Acknowledgements 
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The Important Role of the Health Care Sector in 

Tackling Climate Change and Shaping Policy 

• Inform, educate and engage with the public 

• Lead by example personally and professionally  

• Advocate for development and implementation of state, 
federal and international climate policies  

• Engage decision-makers 

• Disseminate information to colleagues and networks 

• Collaborate with professionals outside of the health 
sector 
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Food and Climate Change:  
The Balanced Menus Project  

• Typical produce item now travels about 1,500 miles from 

farm to table 

• Meat production is primary contributor to GHG emissions 

from the agricultural sector 

 

 

 







Policy Arena: Food 

Advocate for Improved Public Policy 
California Medical Association Pesticide Exposure Prevention Policies 

 PHASE-OUT OF SOIL FUMIGANTS (2013)                                                                                                                      
Encourage Office of California  Governor, Departments of Pesticide Regulation and Food and Agriculture to fund 
and implement program to transition Cal agriculture to effective, affordable, least toxic non-fumigant replacements 
for soil fumigant pesticides, and to phase-out soil fumigants as soon as possible, and to strengthen mitigation 
measures such as buffer zones to protect residents, vulnerable populations. 

• IMPROVING HEALTH THROUGH SUSTAINABLE FOOD PURCHASING (2007) 
Encourage hospitals to adopt policies and implement practices that increase the purchasing and serving of food … 
grown according to organic or other methods that emphasize renewable resources, ecological diversity, and fair 
labor practices 

• PESTICIDES AND SCHOOLS (2004)  
Strengthen health protection of students, teachers, and other school employees … through adequately funded and 
implemented least-toxic school pest management programs, that strictly prohibit the school use of highly toxic 
pesticides 

• AGRICULTURAL PESTICIDE DRIFT (2000) 
Strengthen efforts to protect schools and residential areas from pesticide drift and off-site pesticide movement 

• FARMWORKER PROTECTION FROM PESTICIDES (2000) 
Support efforts to reduce farmworker exposure to pesticides; strengthen enforcement of existing laws by increasing 
fine levels; encourage physician awareness of pesticide illness and reporting 

• HEALTHY SCHOOLS (1999) 
Protect indoor air at California schools; recommend statewide implementation of least-toxic school pest 
management programs; include parents in pest management decision making. 

Complete text of California Medical Association resolutions at: http://www.sfbaypsr.org/work_cma.html   

http://www.sfbaypsr.org/work_cma.html










Policy Arena: Climate Change and Energy 

Advocate for Improved Public Policy 

California Medical Association Climate Change and Energy Policies 

 

• AIR POLLUTION, ENERGY AND HEALTH (2002) 
Encourage hospitals to use cleanest power generating units, including emergency 
generators; retire old power plants and replace with renewable energy sources; ease the 
introduction of clean, alternative vehicles, explore petroleum demand reduction strategies, 
clean up and mitigate transportation and petroleum-related air and water pollution; support 
new, clean transportation technologies and infrastructure. 

• CLIMATE CHANGE AND HUMAN HEALTH (2002)  
Urge the President of the United States to take proactive steps to reduce green house 
emissions and work with other nations to address the increasing dangers of climate change 
by committing to binding reduction targets for emissions. 

 

Complete text of California Medical Association resolutions at: http://www.sfbaypsr.org/work_cma.html   

http://www.sfbaypsr.org/work_cma.html




Global Climate Change and  

Human Health Resolutions 

• American Medical Association, 2008 
 “ 1) endorse the findings of the 4th Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change; 2) support research to explore the 

human health 9 effects of climate change; 3) support state, federal and international policy coordination to 10 
develop adaptive strategies to respond to the predicted human health effects of climate change; and 4) encourage 
Congress and the President to adopt national and international policies to reduce the emissions of greenhouse 
gasses.” 

• American Nurses Association, 2008 
 “American Nurses Association recognizes and publicly acknowledges that the challenges we face as a result of 

global climate change are unprecedented in human history and it is critical that nurses speak out in a united voice 
and advocate for change on both individual and policy levels.” 

• American Public Health Association, 2007 
 “The public health community should advocate for mitigation and avoidance of climate change, track the impacts of 

climate change on human health, and assist with adaptation, to the degree possible, to those health effects caused 
by changes in climate that can not be prevented.” 
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“The health sector must add its voice – loud and 

clear…we must fight to place health issues at the 

center of the climate agenda. We have compelling 

reasons for doing so. Climate change will affect, 

in profoundly adverse ways, some of the most 

fundamental determinants of health: food, air, 

water.” 
 

Freedigitalphotos.net, Danilo Rizzuti, Jscreationzs, Carlos Porto 

- Dr. Margaret Chan, Director General of the 

World Health Organization, December 2007 
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Solutions #2 (earth) 



Contact Information 

San Francisco Bay Area Chapter Physicians for Social 
Responsibility 

www.Sfbaypsr.org 

2288 Fulton St., Suite 307, Berkeley, CA 94704-1449  

 Phone: 510-845-8395 Fax: 510-845-8476 

 email: info@sfbaypsr.org 

 

Physicians for Social Responsibility (National) 

1111 14th Street NW, Suite 700 

Washington, DC 20005 

   Phone: 202-667-4260 Fax: 202-667-4201 

   www.psr.org 

 

http://www.Sfbaypsr.org
mailto:info@sfbaypsr.org

